
DUXBURY
Thursday, August 21., 1952

... . ~. . By GEORGE BAHM. „ . ."....' ..: ..".'...'
Few' 'ciricHMirided "DuxburyUoa" wni"disp^e3he_adYi»al>ility_of

dredging pur" Veeht Basin, . None "can deny that financial arTange-

j f,u St t>1ialiinff thn work arn dfto<><*|t
Town. .But there: has appeaifodvone fly in.tfie oiritment.which presehtly
threatena'the ultimate' success* of the"project,'"and thalrisfhe :objec-_
tion of many of.our toir?Bpeople_to_th& plan.for-tlTe-diaposal-of-the

Tilt. I^ordeT that further progress may not be jeopardized, it ap

pears adrisaibfe to'air the differences at-this.time to- strive for an

accoptablo--»ohrtion to_the .problem. ^ ■ ::~ -

About eix months ago,, a public-^

spifiteVgroup of our townspeople^

and their friends, constituting the
Duxbury Bay Improvement Assn.,

laid'the groundwork with the DU
vision of Waterways of the State

Department of Public Works for

having theTfcasiri dredged. "About
three months ago, a representative

of the Division of Waterways sur

veyed the area, -and after consid

eration of costs involved and other

factors, determined that spoilage

from the dredging of 10 .acres of

our harbor to a mean depth of 7

feet could most economically be

pumped inland, and subsequently

selected as a possible site the

Frazar property on the' north side

fit Harrison St. 2600 feet from the

Yacht Club littoral. Came

Thursday three weeks before the

close of the State's fiscal year

which is June 30, and a represen

tative oT the'Department of Pub

lic Works said in effect to the

Town's Selectmen that if they

could -find a place to dump 75,000

cubic yards, of spoilage by the

next Monday, the State would give

555,000 to add to $17,000 raised

by the Town and $8000 contributed

by the Duxbury Yacht Club,- to

dredge the' Basin. That .mean

the Yacht Basin, only, as an anch

orage. It does not include the

channel from Basin to sea, which

is not to be r'-edged. The Select

men confirmed that Mr. Frazar's

land was the :nost suitable dump

ing area censidered, and with

Frazar's full conse^Uo-informed,

the State officials. At a Special

Town Meeting in June they ■gars.

awarded . an extra appropriation

of~?5000~for the "dredging^ $12,000".

having been voted in 1946.

Contract Was awarded the Bay

Jtate Dredeing Company; stakes

.were emplaced on Mr. Frazar'a

pioperty delineating the dikes ^to^-

hold back" 10 "acres of fill, 5 foot

deep, and folks' along Harrison

St. and Mattakeeset Court.-were

asked to sign papers purporting

to exempt the-Town' for damages

involved, although the; whole thing

was supposedly covered by some

kind of insurance. Dredging is^

scheduled to start shortly after"

Sept. 15, and will take about 6 •

■reeks, pumping 16' hours"!a~day.

Almost everyone agrees that the

Yacht Basin is a community asset

which should be made more se

cure. To increase its attraction

for many summerites ' and year-
around boatsmen at such a 3mall
cost to the town wtfs a' bargain.

So much so, that the folks attend

ing the Special Town Meeting,

passed the $500* appropriation

with an overwhelming1-*-majority.

No details of the operation were

divulged where the spoilage was

to be dumped,' for example, .no

body thought to ask about them.

Selectmen- Explain

But when the stakes appeared

in the marshland, 158 petitioners

wanted to know why, and request

ed a hearing from the Selectmen

which they denied. The petitioners

did not see the need for desccrst-

ing.jhe Bluefish River. Marshes

jsritb__ailt._if_tb*—silt—could—io-

y

drained elsewhere, such as along

.(Continucd-on-page-7)
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